N. Topsail
residents
still kept
off 1sland

By TRICIA VANCE
Staff Wriler

Normalcy slowly returned to
most of Southeastern North Caro-
lina on Sunday as utility crews
worked to restore power, water
and phone service to customers
cager to forget Hurricane Bertha.

On Topsail Island, residents in
Surf City and Topsail Beach got
their first ghmpse of the damage
the storm wreaked as it whipped
through the area Friday. Town offi-
cials allowed residents, property
owners and business owners 1o
enter, but the area was still closed
1o visitors.

But North Topsail Beach, which
sustained more damage than its is-
land neighbors, remained off limits
Sunday. And residents who can't
get to their homes got angry.

“This is the Umted States of
America,” an angry man shouted at
Mayor Marty Bostic, his finger

moving closer to the mayor’s face,
“I'll stay the next time.”

Mr. Bostic allowed media mem-
bers to tour the island early Sunday
so they could see the damage first-
hand. He held a scrap of roof in his
hand and pointed to downed power
lines and craters in the road to il-
lustrate why opening the island
would be dangerous.

But as residents grew more
testy in mid-afternoon, Onslow
County Shenff Ed Brown arranged
for school buses to take residents
over the bridge for a tour, One ve-
hicle in front of a bus got stuck in
muck dunng one tour,

Residents were given about an
hour to get out and view their
hames. By 5p.m., about 500 people
had taken the school bus tour.

Officials don’t know when the is-
land will reopen for good or when
power will be restored.

“It's a very dangerous place,”
Mr. Baostic said, “The whole place
is still filled full of hazards.”

Neighboning Surf City opened at
1 p.m., and town employees
worked at removing a four-foot
sand dune Bertha dumped on N.C,
210, Other crews were working to
restore electrical, water and sewer
service to much of the island, and
most service could be restored by
today, Surf City officials saud.

At Topsail Beach, a generator al-
lowed officials to restore water
service to most residents.

By 6 p.m,, Carolina Power &
Light crews had restored electric-
ity to all but about 6,700 customers
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IN BERTHA’S WRKE / Tt smells sobad in here. Even my clothes smell mildewed.’

Storm update

WHAT'S CLOSED

W North Tapsall Baach Is siill
¢losed and thete 15 o word yet on
when f mught open 10 FeSIGENIS,

® Year-round studenis in New
Hangver County wall not start school
today as schecuied The st day of
school has been posiponed unlil at
least Tuesday. Other summer pro-
grams for students — including sum-
mer school. drwer aducaton and
summor preschool - also afe can-
caieg today Stalf wil reporl a5 usual

WHAT'S OPEN

M Topsad Beach and Sur Gily are
open 10 rasidents. propery owners
and bus:ness owners. You must show
prool of ewnarship of resdancy. On
Sunday. officiols wore requirng any-
‘analing north of tha Surl Condomni:
ums 1o Do escored by oflicals be-
causo ol lafge amounts ot sand on ihe
road

M wnghlsvilla Beach, Carolina
Baach and Kure Beach are open fo
resadents and non-residents. The ban
on alcohol and firearms SalBs in
Carotina Beach also has boen kod.

W The Brunswick County beaches
are open. complela with taguiar gar-
bage pick-up.

W Normal ferry serwco lo Bald
Hoad 1siand wll resump foday, and
the siand wil Do OpeN 10 fesiganis
and nor-residents

8 The Unversity of North Garolna
al vilmington wil reopon loday.

W Capo Foar Community Collage
was expected lo ba opan.

CLEANUP

W City of Wilmington rogulations
for rash pickup require that kmbs be
kmiled 10 s fet long and four INches
in gameter. but (oS ulgs will DE 1«
laxed shghtly Crews will ba abls to
remove the detrs much fastar if rasi-
danls chop kmbs n manageable
pioces and siack them naally besie
the curb. Other debns should be

it could be sevaral weeks or
months boforo the city gets to all
nesghboiNoods.

Naw Hanaver County plans 10 seek
bids from povate haulers 10 pICk up
the debns. Residants won'l ba
charged.

‘Yard dobns that's mixed with other
trash wont b pickad up, county offi
cials said. The dabns should be
placed on the cwib o 1oad nghi of
way. Contracung crews are pronibited
from going on phvata Bropsry.

Whola rees vl nol b8 removed.

Ping cones. laaves and hwigs can
ba collected mora quicky il putn agid
CONAINES OF DAJQed. Dut dont ua a
knol i he Bag or use hust 1es 1o
cose it Tha containers will ba dum-
ped and roturned.

Il you domt want 1o wall far tha
€18wS, yOu Can taka the cens 1o Wil
minglon Malanals Co. on US. 421 or
1o01he Biue Clay Road Recychng Faci-
ty, one mila west of N.C. 132,

Yara gobns wol be accepled at
th county landhil. Other trasn wil be
accepled there rom 8 am. o § p.m.
foday and guning regular nowrs: 7 a.m.
104 p.m. weekdays.

Brunswick County 1s asking people
I take yard debns to tha county fand-
fil on US. 17.

Brunswick Counly has discussed
roadsids debns pickup, bul as of Sal-
uiaay oficials had no plans 10 0o it
Some Brunswick towns are alieady
PHOVAINg ING SEMCe.

BURNING BAN

W A ban on buming is in affact In
New Hanover County. This inctudes
Wimingion, the beach lowns and the
umNCorpOralad areas of New Hanover
County.

SERVICES

W Phones: BetSoutn has set up
five pulic phona Banks fof cusiomers
Who 08! service. They are at the Food
Lion at Ogden, the Landtal Shopping
Centar, near tha Wal-han at Monkey
Juncuon:; tha park across from Kure
Beach Town Hall: and at 207 Canal
Drwe. Caroling Beach.

W Food: In Pender County. the
Roa Cross is oHianng breaktast from 7
109 am. tunch from 11.30 am. Io 2
pm. gnd dner from 510 8 pm. at
tnese piaces: Topsad Police Depan-
ment. Topsai High School, Scons rilt
Manna, Wison s grocery stora i Bur-
gaw ana west Pencer Miagle School.
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in the Wil area, CP&L !

Kyle Hampton sad. At the height of the
starm day, about B4,000 homes and
businesses lost electricity.

He said the company expected to have
electricity restored to all but about 5 percent
of customers by Sunday might. The remain-
der should have puwer today,

Brunswick Electnc Membership Corp. ex-
pected to have p to almost all
m. Sunday. A few customers in scat-
as might still be without electricity
today, said Member Services Representative
Philip Morgan.

All but about 300 customers had power by
G p.m. Sunday, he smd.

Four County Electric Membership Corp,
Wwas trying to restore power to about 2,000
customers, half in the Burgaw area and half
around Rose Hill. In Onslow County, about
700 CP&L customers and 7,500 with Jones-
Onslow Electnical Membership Corp, were
without power,

Late Sunday afternoon, about 600 Wil-
mington customers were without phone
service, BellSouth officals said,

Water and sewer

Also Sunday, Wilmington and New
Hanover County officials dealt with several
sewage spills caused when power failed at
pump stations,

“We are trying to get generators out to
some of the locations,” smd County Engi-
neer Wyatt Blanchard, U

Sewage spills oceurred in the Laurel
Ridge, Fox Run Farms and Windward Oaks
subdivisions, n areas off Greenwlle Loup
Road and at the New Hanover County airc-
port. The system that momtors pump sta-
tions was lost when the top of a communica-
tions tuwer at Sea Breeze blew off,

A main sewage line at Wilmington's treat-
ment plant on North 23rd Street also rup-
tured, spilling its contents into Smith Creck,

“Right now | couldn't tell you for sure
‘what amount went into the waterways," Mr,
Blanchard sd. The county's Health Depart-
ment and state eaviconmental officials have
been notified and are investigating, he said,

Water and sewer problems in Carolina
Beach that helped prompt town officials to

A LA

delay allowing residents back on the island
were apparently fixed by Sunday, said a
spokesman at the town's Police Department.

Water service was restored to most areas
in New Hanover County, but environmental
health officials caution anyone who lost
water or waler pressurc to boil water before
drinking it until further notice. Water will be
tested, and officials will notify residents
through the media when they can stop taking
precautions, Mr. Blanchard said,

Peuple with wells should contact the
Health Department for advice if their wells
were flooded during the storm, Mr,
Blanchard smd.

The storm also halted the first day of
school for year-round students in New
Hanaover County schools and canceled other
classes set for today because of damage and
debris. Classes could resume Tuesday.

Myrtle Grove Muddle School sustained
sigmficant damage to its roof, smd school
system spokesman Dianne Avery. Broken
windows and leaking roofs were the most
serious prublems, she said. The school's
damage was estimated at less than $170,000.

Damage estimates

Officinls continued to refine other esti-
mates of damage as the first insurance claims
were filed.

USAA Insurance, which handles 45,000
polivies on the state's coast, had about 1,650
clmms filed by Sunday evening,

The company's spokesman, Richard
Erickson, said the vast majority of claims
were not flood-related. Most people did not
report major damage, he smd.

*We nnticipated about four times as many
claims,” he smd, “It's not as bad as we
thought.”

By Sunday evening, the American Red
Cross had issued preliminary damage as-
sessment reports showing that 5,747 North
Carolina homes were affected by the hur-
ricane, Of those 176 homes were destroyed
and another 908 were umnhabitable, said
spokesman Elizabeth Quirk,

Brunswick County beaches, which were
spared more than other area beaches, sus-
tamed about 2 million worth of damage, said
the county's Emergency Management Di-
rector Cecil Logan, The hardest hit areas
there were Bald Head Island and Ocean Isle
Beach, each suffering about $450,U00 in
damage.

New Hanover County, Wilmington and
Wrightsville Beach officials had no updated

Raeford Brinkley locks at a clock that stopped about 12:50 p.m. Friday when the Kure Beach house he lives in was destroyed. He was not in the house.

damage estimates. On Saturday, those esti-
mates were more than $16 mullion worth of
damage in those areas, including $2 mullion
at New Hanover Remional Medical Center.

Eric Peterson, Topsail Beach town man-
ager, said property damage was about $2 mil-
ion,

Property damage was estimated at more
than $40 million for Onslow County, not in-
cluding Jacksonville totals expected today.

Damage estimates for Carolina and Kure
Beaches were not available. Surf City in
Pender County expect damage estimates to-
day.

But the big news on damage continued to
be crops. Brunswick County estimates about
a 39 million loss, and estimates reached $20
mullion in Onslow County.

A team of agniculture officials will begin to
assess all crop damage today, said Aaron
Martin, .a crop insurance specialist for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Farmers
should report damage to the Farm Service
Agency in their county.

Erosion

Officials did get a better idea of the erosion
problems caused by the storm.

Large chunks of sand shd into Mason's
Inlet at the north end of Wnightsville Beach
as churming waters inched closer to Shell
Island Resort, The inlet’s swift movement
southward brought the $22 million resort
even closer to shpping into the sea,

About 50 feet of dunes were swept away
by the inlet, said Wnghtsville Beach Mayor
Herb McKim,

It knocked the sand right off of the top,”
he said,

A small band of the dune is all that's left
between the mlet and a patch of asphalt at
the resort. But the inlet channel doesn't
seem to have moved much closer to the re-
sort, said Spencer Rogers with the N.C.
State Unversity Civil Engineering Depart-
ment.

The dune's height doesn't matter much in
chromically eroding places like Shell Island,
he sad. Much of the damage he saw dunng
an imtial beach inspection was caused by
water flooding the area and seemed superfi-
cial, he said,

The disintegration of about three-fourths

" _q«"f“
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“It makes it even morc urgent now be-
cause now we have buildings even closer to
the ocean, and they don’t have any protection
at all,” Ms, Medhin said,

During a fly-over tour of Southeastern
North Carolina, University of North Caralina
at Wilmington professor Bill Cleary pin-
pointed the worst erosion at the north end of
Topsail Beach, The earth science professor
said it looked like the eye crossed land there,
causing major breaches in the island’s dune
system.

Surf City also had major dune damage, los-
ing about a mile of duncs, according to offi-
cials there.

Even so, beach erosion was lighter than
many had predicted.

"I expected a lot worse," Mr. Cleary said.
“Topsail was in bad shape to begin with. It
was a disaster wating to happen.”

Part of the reason damape was minimal
may have been a smaller-than-expected
storm surge. Mr. Cleary smd he thought the
surge did not get over six feet,

Relief help

Many of those stranded by the storm con-
tinued to get help from relief organizations
Sunday,

‘The American Red Cross said Sunday that
it had sheltered mure than 8,500 people, and
the Red Cross sawd 550 employees and vol-
unteers had helped open 55 shelters and
serve 22,730 meals.

So much help for storm victims poured in
that some emergency officials are asking re-
lief workers to stop coming.

Pender County officials said they've got
their problems under contral and don't need
any mare relief workers, The beach commu-
nities appreciate the help, smd county emer-
gency management coordinator Carson
Smnth, but they're having trouble feeding and
sheltening all the workers,

Uthers apparently tried to take ad
of Bertha's victims.

With power stll out in many areas, Wil-
mington police had two reports of stolen
generators, worth a total of $26,000,

In Pender County, Mr. Smuth said he re-
ceived a report of at least one person posing
as a federal relief worker offering to clean up
residents’ homes for $400,

of Kure Beach's dunes ill how badly
the town needs a beach renounshment proj-
«ect that untl recently looked dead because
state lawmakers didn't include money for it,
smd Mayor Hetty Medlin,

Staff writers Chris Davis and Dana Allwein
and correspondent Misti C. Lee contributed to
fius report, winch incivcdes material from The
Assoctated Press.



